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Past President: LaShay Harris  

President’s 
 

Message 

Welcome to April! 
 

What is traditionally known as the Christian Easter season is also a time that in-

cludes religious holy days such as the Hindu Holi & Vaiskhi, the Jewish Purim & 

Passover, and the Jain holy day of Mahavir Jayanti. All of these holy days cele-

brate the power and humility of humans working continuously toward truth, compas-

sion, harmony and love. The tenets of the holy days demand that we build bridges in 

order to weaken the strain of our differences and keep the weakest among us safe. It 

seems to me that this is very easy to do, when there is no money involved.  

I had the opportunity to attend two press events in the neighborhood with Rochester 

Mayor Lovely Warren in the past month. One was at the grand reopening of the Boys 

and Girls Club on Genesee St. and the other was at the start of the demolition of the 

old United Cleaners on Genesee St. In the past, we have heard many excuses that 

forced us to live with blight on our main corridors but at both of these press confer-

ences, there was good news.  Leaders in the City of Rochester, among others, had 

agreed to spend significant amounts of money to invest in our neighborhood, in our 

children and in us. When one considers the long awaited completion of Brooks Land-

ing and the significant investment in the infrastructure of Thurston Road, it becomes 

evident and crystal clear that even with money involved the City is operating from an 

ethic of care as it surrounds our neighborhood with love demonstrated by social, 

emotional and economic supports.  

Undoubtedly we are aware of the extreme poverty in Rochester. We have our fair 

share of friends and neighbors in the 19th struggling under its oppressive weight, but 

what do we do about it? Is it in the power of a neighborhood association to have any 

impact on something as devastating as poverty? I believe that it is. My experience as 

President of the 19th has been one of seeking input, finding common ground and fig-

uring out solutions. Finding solutions is hard. We must settle questions about how 

best to spend money donated to the Association, in order to get a maximum impact 

and sometimes that means that individuals won’t agree. My hope is that as members, 

volunteers and/or committee members, we can all respect and appreciate that your 

Executive Council is operating under an ethic of care for people. The 19th Ward 

Community is strong and compassionate. The Association will continue to use our 

limited resources to help the weakest of our neighbors become strong contributors 

to the greater good because it is the right thing to do.  

There is nine months left in my tenure at the helm of the 19th . During that time, we 

have plans to reach out to donors to get grants and funds to support healthy living, 

employment and other initiatives. My prayer is that as we are granted these funds we 

all understand that in order to operate in a community plagued with poverty, we 

must judge our success not on the rate of interest that we can get on the money do-

nated to us, but on the level of care that we show in our actions and decisions when 

money is involved.   
We have many challenges, but we have many more things to celebrate. Let’s build 

some bridges! 

Diane Watkins 

President, 19WCA 
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 19th Ward Spelling Bee Holds Annual Competition on April 9  

 

The Sixth Annual 19th Ward Spelling Bee, a competition involving students from Rochester Schools 10, 16, 

19, 29 and 44, will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 9 in Hoyt Hall at the University of Rochester.  
 

The event is a partnership of the 19th Ward Community Association, The Community Foundation, the Univer-

sity of Rochester Admissions Office, Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity, the Rochester City School District, and Ar-

nett Branch Library.  
 

The Spelling Bee was initiated by the 19th Ward Community Association, led by then President J.B. Afoh-

Manin, Robin Carter-McFadden, Ken Maher, and Nick Robinson to recognize academic prowess in the 

neighborhood schools.  
 

Currently, the event is organized by the Association’s Schools Committee, chaired by John Laing. Students in 

grades 3 to 8 are encouraged to participate.  
 

Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity members have taken a leadership role in hosting Spelling Bee finalists to a tour 

of the UR campus, lunch, and conducting the final competition. Practice sessions for participating students 

have been held since January at the Arnett Library, which is staffed by members of the fraternity and resi-

dents of the 19th Ward. The Rochester City School District provides transportation for the finalist to the UR 

campus. This program has grown from two schools, 16 and 44, participating in 2001 to five schools, 10, 16, 

19, 29 and 44, participating this year.  
 

The winner from each grade level is awarded a trophy and a $500 scholarship to be awarded when the stu-

dent goes to college. A fund has been established at The Community Foundation to support the scholarships. 
 

Contributions to support the Greater Rochester Spelling Bee Fund are welcome and can be done online at 

www.racf.org/Donate (type “spelling” in the keyword search box) or mail checks addressed to Rochester Area 

Community Foundation, with Spell-

ing Bee Fund in the Memo line, to 

the Community Foundation, 500 

East Avenue, Rochester, NY 

14607.  
 

Everyone is invited to attend the 

Spelling Bee.  We hope you will 

join us as we cheer on our stu-

dents, support their hard work, and 

encourage their future.  

Hoyt Hall 
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Honoring the Tuskegee Airmen 
The 19th Ward History and Archives group continues its multi-

year research on local Tuskegee Airmen who served during the 

Second World War. Although too soon to go into detail due to 

pending family notification, the grave marker of a local Tuske-

gee Airman was rediscovered recently and has been reset prop-

erly with the assistance of the Friends of Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

Further research continues on additional local WWII members 

connected with the pioneering African-American Tuskegee Air-

men. 

 

19th Ward Gardens 
It’s that time of year again.  We will soon be in our gar-

dens enjoying the beauty, and visiting with neighbors.  

Let’s keep in mind that we have community gardens also, 

and we have a contract with the City or Rochester that we 

will maintain their beauty.  We need volunteers to work in 

the Chili Thurston Garden and in the Ravenwood Thurston 

garden.  We could also use a few volunteers who would 

be willing to work at Aberdeen Square.  Call the Office, 

328-6571 if you can volunteer an hour occasionally. 

 

The Day of Caring is scheduled for Thursday, May 12.  A 

number of people will leave their work place that day and 

assist us in our gardens.  Thank you thank you.  Please 

plan to join them that day.  We need a few 19th Ward resi-

dents in each of those gardens to work alongside the 

group of volunteers from other places.  

Have you ever wondered about the small cemetery 

on Congress Avenue? 
The Rapids Cemetery Restoration Committee has formed and includes members from the City 

Historian's Office, the 19th Ward History & Archives Group and local Veterans groups. Located 

on Congress Avenue just south of Brooks Avenue, Rapids Cemetery is a football field-sized pio-

neer cemetery instituted in the early 19th Century. Older than the City of Rochester, it is ap-

proaching its Bicentennial. Research is underway to determine who is buried there with a focus 

on the Veterans who served in the War of Independence, War of 1812, Civil War and the Span-

ish American War. Discussions with various City Departments will help set guidelines for po-

tential restoration and commemoration efforts. Further information will be released as planning 

moves forward. 

 

Contact the 19WCA Office if interested in the work of the Rapids Cemetery Restoration Com-

mittee.  
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You are invited to attend the second annual ROC Teen Summit! 
Lyric Theatre, 440 East Avenue, April 23, 10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

The purpose of this event is to feature the perspectives of young adults through 10-15 minute “TED Talk” style 

presentations that showcase “ideas worth spreading” as it pertains to social justice issues that impact our com-

munity. Each talk will be focused on social constructs that adolescents face (racism, segregation, misogyny, 

adultism, etc.) as well as thoughts on how we might come together to deconstruct and resolve these issues and 

make our community a better place.  Registration required, Admission free   http://Rocteensummit.com/
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Need a Rewarding Job? 
Are you familiar with Publisher? 

The 19th Ward Community Association is presently looking for a reliable person who is willing to give up a few 

hours once a month to publish our newsletter, Update 19. 

 Qualifications: 

familiar with Publisher, or willing to learn 

tolerance for articles submitted after deadline 

willingness to work on a deadline 

reliable, friendly 

Benefits: 

plenty of support from office staff and past editors 

your name in print 

Salary: 

no monetary pay, simply praise and smiles 

 

Delegates’ Council, March 10, 2016   

 

-Arnett Library will be hosting literacy events for young children on Saturdays from 11 to 12:30 

pm.  Dates are April 9, 16, 23, 30 and May 7.  Call 428-8214 to register. 

--Cancer Wellness Connections is looking for volunteers.  Check out their web site 

(cancerwellnessconnections.org) or call 467-5727 for more information. 

--Compeer is looking for volunteers to act as mentors and supportive friends. See compeer-

rochester.org 

--Mary Beth Spinelli from RIT is involved in a project to learn more about local police and com-

munity relations.  RIT will be conducting focus groups for residents (ages 18 and above)in the 

foreseeable future. They would like to meet with block clubs, committees, etc.  Contact 

mbsgcje@rit.edu for more information. 

--Treasurer's report: 19th WCA income and expenditures are within budget. 

--Delegates' News:  The Green house on Samuel McCree Way, near Wilson Foundation Acad-

emy, has been repaired.  The Boys and Girls Club has been remodeled and is very impressive.  

The Good Friday Cross Walk will begin at 8:45AM from St. Monica's.  Residents of Kenwood Ave. 

are planting flowers on their street.  Exxon lost the case re the Vacuum Oil site, and hopefully 

will begin to clean up the contamination in the area. 

--Thank you to those members who send in the addresses of new neighbors, so that new resi-

dents can receive an info packet re 19th Ward Community Association. 

--It was decided that everyone running for elected office from our area will be welcome to attend 

a Delegates' Council meeting, and introduce themselves (very briefly). 

--Tickets for Palm Sunday breakfast are available at the office....along with tickets for the April 17 

Little Theatre fund raising event. 

--Spelling Bee will be April 9 at 1pm at Hoyt Hall, UR Campus.  This event is supported by 19th 

WCA, RACF, University of Rochester, Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity, Arnett Library and others.  

All are welcome to attend! 

--Plans are well underway for Square Fair, to be held June 4.  Volunteers are needed!  Contact 

LaShay Harris for more information. 
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.Looking for a new gig? 

 

Are you a person who likes community organizing?  Do you expect a feel-

ing of satisfaction from the work you do?  Do you look forward to meeting 

new people in your place of employment?  Do you enjoy making connec-

tions?  The Westside Farmers Market has a position for you!  We are look-

ing for an Assistant Manager.  Job responsibilities include:  connecting with farmers and ven-

dors, inputting information into spreadsheets, some budget planning and updating, ensuring the 

smooth running of the weekly market, promoting the market to the community, and various 

other tasks.  Time commitment is great during the market season, tapers off a bit during the off-

season.  Qualifications:  ideally the person should reside in southwest Rochester, have organiza-

tional skills, be computer literate, care about healthy eating and good nutrition, and have a 

friendly demeanor. No salary, plenty of benefits. 

Visit www.westsidemarketrochester@gmail.com  to learn more about the market.   

Call 585-436-8999 if you are interested in applying for this position. 

 

http://www.westsidemarketrochester@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 31 
 
19th Ward 
Office  Closed 

1 
 
19th Ward 
Office closed 
 
CITY LOVE 

2 

 

3 
 

4 5 6 
8:30 AM Thurston 
Brooks Arnett Mer-
chants a 
 
7:00 PM Square Fair 
Planning meeting 

7 
7:00 PM Made in 
19 Crafters at 
443 Wellington 

8 
 

9 
1:00 PM 
19th Ward Schools 
Spelling Bee, Hoyt 
Hall, UR campus 

10 11 
 

12 
6:30 PM Porch Fest 
Planning Meeting at 
216 Thurston 
 
 
 
    

13 

8:00a Genesee  Mer-
chants @ NSC 
7:00 PM Schools 
Committee at 216 
Thurston 
7:00 PM PCIC at 
Staybridge 

14 
11:00A Housing 
Com at NSC 
7:00 PM Dele-
gates Council at 
Arnett Library 
7:00 PM Made in 
19 Crafters at 
443 Wellington  

15 16 
9:45a History &  
Archives Comm @ 
Brue 
 
10:00 A—3:00 PM 
Celebrate City Liv-
ing, City Hall, 30 
Church St  

17 
Little 
Theatre 
see you at 
the mov-
ies 

18 19 
 

20 
8:00 AM Chili Ave 
Merchants at Livie’s 

21 
7:00 PM Made in 
19 Crafters at 
443 Wellington 

22 

Passover  
Begins 

23 
 

24 25 26 27 

6:30 PM 19th WCA 

Public Safety  at 

RPH 

28 

7:00 PM Made in 

19 Crafters at 443 

Wellington 

29 30 
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The 19th Ward 

Neighborhood 

Please don't toss this newsletter; pass it on to someone else who might be interested in the information. 

Call the Office for  

contact information.  

Be sure your Delegate  

is aware of your interests  

and concerns. 

District 1     Marta Driscoll 

District 2     OPEN 

District 3     Penny Griffin 
District 4     Deb Hudnell 

District 5     Zola Brown 

District 6     Don Hanks 

District 7     Jay Ross 

District 8     Mary Fran Kolbuc 

District 9     Austin Pettigrew 

District 10   Donna Sarnacki 

District 11   Ron Stallworth 

District 12   Leigh McMullen 

District 13   Chris Buitrago 

District 14   Charlotte Giebel 

District 15   Laura Suda 

District 16   Lauren Caruso 

District 17   John DeMott 
District 18   Harriette Royer 

District 19   Bryan Babcock 

District 20   Angie Burch 

District 21   Joanne DeMarle 

District 22   OPEN 

District 23   Beverly Usher  
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   19th Ward Community  Association 

   216 Thurston Road 

   Rochester, New York     14619 

Keep  19WCA in mind: 

United Way  

Donor Option #1142 

through your Employer 


